LUNE VALLEY
COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS
NEWSLETTER JULY 2022
Chairman’s message
In my message last month, I commented that whilst there appeared to have
been a lot of swarming in the southern counties during May, there had been
few reported swarms in our area but that June may be different. And so it was,
with reports of swarms coming in from all over Lancaster and the Lune Valley!
Collectors reported that most were relatively easy to collect, although I did
politely decline to attempt to collect one from a chimney on top of a fivestorey house, only accessible by a series of unsecured ladders!
Many members had a go at producing splits. Early indications are that many were successful. Other
members successfully collected swarms from their own bees. As these were from stocks of fairly pure
Amm acquired through the Club and not wanted by the member, they were generously donated to the
Club. They will be over-wintered in our breeding apiary and available to members to buy who wish to
increase their stocks, next year.
July is an important month for the Club as it is the month we hold our annual Open Day. There is a lot
to be done both in preparation for and clearing up afterwards as well as on the day itself. Please come
along and help if you possibly can.
Sales of adulterated honey have become a major issue in many countries. We need the government to
overhaul and update the labelling of the honey sold in the UK. This is the first step in reducing the
amount of ‘so-called’ honey sold in our supermarkets that contain very little honey produced by bees.
The following petition has just been launched:
Fully review the honey market and Honey Regulations, to review evidence of honey fraud
within the honey market, and reform regulations and arrangements for enforcement, to
prevent future fraud.
As this affects anyone who buys, sells or eats honey, please consider signing this petition and ask your
friends to sign it. Sign this petition
So far this year, there has only been one confirmed siting and capture of an Asian hornet. This was in
Felixstowe, Suffolk, on 29 April. As Felixstowe is a major port, it was probably transported there rather
than having got there by itself. Whilst this is good news so far, members are asked to remain vigilant
and observant so that this persistent threat can continue to be minimised.

Fred Ayres, Editor & Chairman
Tel: 01524 811978

Email: fred@lunevalleybeekeepers.co.uk
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July Meetings
Saturday, 2nd July 2022 – 10-00am to 2-00pm
Working Party to erect the marquees for Open Day
Erecting the marquees is a task which becomes easier with the more people we have to help, so please
come along if you possibly can.
Friday, 8th July, 2022
Working Party to prepare for Open Day, The Apiary, 10-00am to 2-00pm
Today’s tasks will involve erecting the gazebo, setting up tables and chairs, erecting signs etc.
Saturday, 9th July, 2022
OPEN DAY, The Apiary, 10-00am to 4-00pm
Sunday, 10th July, 2022
Working Party to clear up after Open Day, The Apiary, 09-30am to 1-00pm.

August Meeting
Subject to sufficient interest we are planning to hold a BBQ for club members, at the
Apiary on Sunday, 21st August, 2022 from 2-00pm to 5-00pm.
This is intended to be an opportunity for members to come along, relax and reflect with other
members about their beekeeping season and anything else that you want to chat about.
Cost around £5 to include a burger or hot dog (vegie or carnivore) plus a glass of wine.
If you are interested in coming, please let me know as soon as possible.

Club diary for 2022
Sunday, 4th September, 2022
Autumn Meadow Mowing, The Apiary, 10-00am to 4-00pm
With a dry day and sufficient helpers, we should be able to mow and rake off the meadow, get the
strimmings into the compost bays in preparation for winter.
Sunday, 18th September, 2022
Autumn Apiary Inspection, The Apiary, 11-00am to 2-00pm
This will be the last planned inspection of both the Training and Breeding apiaries this year and will
provide new beekeepers with an insight into the hive before winter.
Wednesday, 12th October, 2022, Speaker Meeting @ 7-30pm
Speaker, topic and venue to be confirmed.
Wednesday, 9th November, 2022, Speaker Meeting @ 7-30pm
Speaker, topic and venue to be confirmed.
Wednesday, 14th December, 2022, Speaker Meeting @ 7-30pm
Speaker, topic and venue to be confirmed.
Further activities will be announced as they are arranged.
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June activities
Sunday, 12th June 2022
Open Day for visiting Bee Clubs –The Apiary, 10-00am to 4-00pm
Despite the various requests we had received from Clubs to visit our apiary, disappointingly, no one
came!
Friday, 17th June 2022, 8th RotaKids Conference 2022, University of Cumbria, Lancaster

.

This year’s RotaKids Conference involved a lot more schools from an area ranging from Carlisle to East
Lancashire and had largely health and environmental themes. David Wareing and myself attended and
our sessions seemed to attract a lot of interest. We subsequently received this letter from the
organiser:
Hello Fred
Thanks from myself and fellow Rotarians for running your beekeeping project again to the
RotaKids last Friday. Apart from hiatus on arrival caused by the M6 lorry crash, the conference
seemed to go well and we were pleased to see so many children despite all the difficulties
experienced by us all over the past year or so.
We are having a ZOOM review in July to run over the event and if you have any thoughts for
this, please let me know. We certainly needed extra help on the car park.
Please pass on our thanks to your colleague as well for the presentation.
Kind regards, Anthony

Sunday, 19th June 2022, Summer Apiary Inspection, The Apiary, 11-00am to 3-00pm
Eight members turned out for the Summer inspection. We actually had a
warm and sunny day and managed to inspect all the colonies in both the
training and breeding apiaries. There was a surprisingly consistent pattern
throughout with:
• lots of bees,
• lots of worker and drone sealed brood,
• little unsealed brood or eggs,
• no queen cells
• lots of sealed honey.
In some of the colonies, honey will have to be taken off fairly shortly in
order to avoid the hives becoming honey bound.
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Apiary maintenance
Our apiary site requires a fair amount of work to maintain it in a
reasonably tidy state. Much of this is carried out by members and
volunteers working informally at times convenient to themselves. Recent
examples include cutting a path through the wildflower meadow to give
people access, the edging of the border between the car park and
marquee area, strimming the growth away from the front of hives,
burning off of the weeds on the car park area and clearing large areas of
ground ivy from the woodland area.
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Over a 100 years ago!
Here is a report from THE BEEKEEPERS’ RECORD of January 1916! Although not directly concerning our
area, you might find it of interest!
The long absence from your columns of any particulars regarding the Cumberland and Westmorland
Bee-keepers’ Association may have created the impression that the association is dropping behind the
times, but such is by no means the case. There is just as much enthusiasm to-day as when Mr
Smallwood wrote his interesting experiences, “Midst Pike and Fell”, some years ago.
The association went into winter quarters with a membership of 678 and 2,166 stocks of bees. Of this
number of stocks 1,923 are in hives and 73 in straw skeps, all passed by the experts as healthy: 59
slightly affected with foul brood: also 106 in hives and five in skeps either showing symptoms of “Isle
of Wight” disease, or situated in infected or suspected areas, which prevents them being classified as
healthy.
The season of 1915 cannot be marked down as one worth remembering. The clover returns may be
described as fair in a few districts, but very poor if considered generally, whilst the heather season in
both counties has been an absolute failure. There is, however, no grumbling. We had an excellent allround season in 1914, and we do not expect every day to be a Sunday: but though varying seasons do
not disturb us, we are not without our troubles.
At the foundation of the association in 1901 it was discovered that very few districts of Cumberland
were free from foul brood, but by careful attention the disease was reduced to 9 per cent, in 1910. The
present returns show it further reduced to 2.73 per cent., and were it not for a few non-members who
keep the flame alive, it would cease to worry, hence the firm stand taken by Cumbrians for foul brood
legislation ever since 1904. With the fruits of victory in view we were beset by a more deadly foe in the
“Isle of Wight” disease.
The first reported outbreak of this scourge in 1910 was a general call to arms. The old persistent spirit,
which had beaten foul brood down to little more than a name only, was awakened, and everyone was
on the alert. Thanks to the non-member who unconsciously imported the disease from the South, the
association was granted a free hand, and there was no waiting until November 5 th for a bonfire. Other
outbreaks round the first one received corresponding treatment, but the following spring revealed the
painful fact that the dreaded footing had been gained, and since then the battle has raged. It is
estimated that up to date at least 1,000 stocks have been lost through the disease. Many members run
no risks, but smilingly accept the consequences and employ the original and (at present) only known
remedy. All the advertised cures have been tried, with results equal to pouring water on a duck’s back.
Lectures and demonstrations are annually given at different centres to educate members what to
expect, and how to recognise the disease when found, but if any doubt exists a postcard to the
secretary ensures an expert being quickly on the spot.
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Enclosed is a photograph of a few members present at a demonstration given in Kendal, in July by Mr
Joseph Price. Unfortunately, many members having come long distances to the demonstration could
not wait to be included in the photograph. A companion and equally successful demonstration was
given by Mr Price at Egremont in September.
The same optimism cannot be maintained with “Isle of Wight” disease as in the case of foul brood, but
the outlook is considerably brightened by a ray of hope which at last emanates from Whitehall Place.
The writer has had considerable correspondence with the Board of Agriculture during the last seven
months, and it is hopeful that this association will, during next summer, be able to carry out a test
under the Board’s supervision – a test which will require a considerable number of stocks of bees in an
infected area being placed at the disposal of the Board, and the removal from the selected area of all
suspected stocks and appliances not necessary in the test.
At the moment I am unable to give full details of the scheme, but may add that the Board, guided by
its success in a small district, believes that it has at last found a satisfactory remedy for dealing with
bees affected with the “Isle of Wight” disease, but until a test on a much larger scale has been carried
out, it is not considered advisable to publish detailed information as to how it should be applied.
If carried out as at present outlined, and quite apart from the value of the bees and appliances to be
provided, it looks like a £50 scheme, for which the money will have to be raised by voluntary
subscriptions. The idea, however, is being well received in the North, and substantial donations are
already promised, but as it is a heavy tax to be borne by one association, and considering that the
venture is of equal interest and importance to all bee-keepers in the United Kingdom, no doubt many
other county associations and also the parent society, will be disposed to assist in raising the sum
required. It will be interesting to learn what assistance may be expected from friends outside the
counties of Cumberland and Westmorland.
John Steel, Hon Sec. and Treasurer.

World Bee Day | 20 May 2022

Thank you!
Dear friends of bees and pollinators,
Many thanks for your interest in the World Bee Day 2022. We received registrations from over 120
countries, and more than 750 Bee-lovers attended the event on 20 th May. In case you missed it, you
can watch the recorded session here (the video may take some time to start). Please feel free to
share the link with friends interested in bees and beekeeping.
We thank you again for your interest in the topic, and we hope to see you (again) next year. Till
then, keep buzzing.
World Bee Day team

The International Congress on Bee Sciences
The International Congress on Bee Sciences took place, on-line, on 16th,
17th and 18th June. The Congress included some 50 talks and the
presentation of over 100 scientific papers from a range of professors and
established researches from all over the world. Whilst the talks and papers
covered a diverse range of topics, many seem to focus on the research links between bee products,
such as honey and propolis and human health.
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The Protection of the Native Irish Honey Bee Bill 2021
The Protection of the Native Irish Honey Bee Bill 2021 has recently gone
through its 2nd stage in the Irish Republic’s Seanad. The Bill aims to stop the
damaging importation of non-native honey bees into the Republic with imports
having increased by 327% between the years 2019 and 2020. Scientific
research is showing more and more hybridisation every year. If the bill gets
through it will stop any honey bee imports into
Ireland, thus stopping the imports through Rosslare,
into Northern Ireland and then over to Mainland UK,
effectively closing the current loophole.
One comment from a Senator during the debate in the Seanad:
‘...The Government has some concerns that a statutory ban on bee imports
into Ireland would constitute a restriction on trade under EC regulations…’
Now, does that sound familiar?!!
Photographs courtesy of Irish Examiner & RTE News

Courtesy West Sussex Beekeepers via Ebees

Varroa arrives in Australia!
Australia was said to be the only varroa free
country in the World, but on Sunday, 19th June
2022 an emergency order was put in place
preventing the movement of bees in New
South Wales due to the discovery of varroa
mite at the Port of Newcastle.
The NSW government has halted all bee
movements within the state, and all hives
within a 10-kilometre radius of the port will be
destroyed.
It will be an anxious time for beekeepers as
the billion-dollar Australian almond industry
needs around 300,000 colonies for almond
pollination in the next four weeks, making it
the largest movement of livestock in Australia.
Australia has extremely strict regulations on the importation of any form of livestock, so it is not clear
how the varroa mite appeared, although the suspicion is that they came on colonies smuggled into the
country. This is likely to exacerbate the situation as Australian bees have never been exposed to
varroa so will have no natural resistance and probably the mites are resistant to many of the chemicals
that have been used elsewhere, so hampering control.
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LUNE VALLEY COMMUNITY BEEKEEPERS

OPEN DAY
Saturday, 9

th

July

11-00am to 4-00pm

Reflect on the apiary through a guided walk in
which you will ’Tell it to the Bees’
Observe our training and breeding apiaries
See honey bees in an observation hive
See inside a Lune Valley Long Hive
Information about honey bees and pollination
Local honey
Craft stalls, Beeswax candles and polishes
Tea, coffee and cakes, Barbecue

Free admission - Free Parking
The Apiary, Nazareth House
Ashton Road, Lancaster LA1 5AQ
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An Introduction
to Beekeeping
This on-line course
will introduce you to the craft of beekeeping and raise your awareness of
all the matters you should consider before acquiring any bees!
The course comprises of a brief introduction and the following 16 sections, which can be
viewed separately and in any order. Total running time 135 minutes.

1) Why keep bees?
2) Brief history of beekeeping
3) Types of beekeepers
4) The beekeeping year
5) Life history of the honey bee
6) Hive inspections
7) Collecting swarms
8) Hive products
9) Bees, wasps and hornets
10) Hives and equipment
11) Creating an apiary
12) Acquiring bees
13) Bee stings
14) Bees, the Law & Insurance
15) Bureaucracy
16) The next step

Cost £35
To book this course, please visit

www.lunevalleybeekeepers.co.uk
and complete the booking form.
60% of all the food crops we grow are dependent on bees for pollination
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The Lune Valley Long Hive
An innovative but simple long hive
Essential features:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

including frames and feeder

•
•
•
•
•

Only obtainable from
Lune Valley Beekeepers

•
•

Only £439

Designed by a bee-centric beekeeper for bee-centric
beekeepers
Comfortably houses one colony of bees without the
need for additional supers or brood boxes
Has a hinged roof to avoid the need for heavy lifting
Can be managed by a person in a wheelchair
Comes with 14 x 12 frames (flat), but can be used with
top bars
Has a removable floor tray which can act as an eco-floor
or a debris board for varroa counts
Has 2” thick wooden walls which provide five times
more insulation than a standard hive
Roof space is ventilated
Comes with a jumbo feeder
Has a metal roof
Is manufactured locally, especially for LVCB
Is constructed from pine wood to reduce the cost but
will need an external preservative or coat of paint
External measurements: L 86cm, H 77cm, W 52cm
Despite its high specification, it is economically priced
whilst offering exceptional value for money.

Please support
our Club
by buying an

A new, 24 page booklet
explaining our alternative
approach to beekeeping

LVCB Mug
Only £3

Only £3
10

